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was formed further west, in the time of Philip II,
and called Porto Bello, a mule track being made
thence to Panama.

An expedition was dispatched from Panama
under Hernando de Cordova, who discovered and
conquered Nicaragua, founding the city of Leon
as its capital. Pedrarias followed him to Leon,
and beheaded this subordinate, the discoverer of
Nicaragua, of whom he had become jealous. At
last a new governor was sent to Panama, in the
person of Pedro de los Rios, in 1526. Pedrarias
remained in Nicaragua, and died at Leon in 1530.

Panama, in future years, was ruled by an
Audiencia, or High Court with the President in
charge of the executive government.

The survivors of the natives of the isthmus
retreated further south into Darien, and, with
great bravery and determination, have retained
their independence down to the present day.